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Construction of a probiotic that synthesizes chondroitin

SUN Rong, ZHOU Xianxuan, XU Wenjing
(School of Food and Biological Engineering, Hefei University of Technology, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: Chondroitin sulfate (CS) is a glycosaminoglycan known for its diverse clinical therapeutic
effects. Currently, chondroitin is primarily sourced from E. coliO5:K4:H4(E. coli K4), a pathogenic
bacterium implicated in urinary tract infections. However, this extraction method is associated with
damage to the carbon chain skeleton and potential contamination risks. To address these challenges,
this study employs the non-pathogenic probiotic strain E. coli Nissle 1917 (EcN) as the foundational
organism. The UDP-glucosamine isomerase gene (kf0A) and chondroitin polymerase gene (% foC)
were introduced into EcN, while its £ fiA and £ fiC genes were knocked out, resulting in the creation
of the engineered probiotic EcN-£ foAC. Following fed-batch fermentation, chondroitin was quantita-
tively assessed using a chemoenzymatic method applied to the supernatant of the EcN-%£ foAC fermen-
tation broth, revealing a concentration of 650 mg/L.. This engineered strain not only successfully syn-
thesizes and secretes chondroitin but also paves the way for subsequent large-scale purification and
sulfation modification of chondroitin polysaccharides.
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E. coli K4 LM (CPS) 2 B E b
AT (—>3) GalNAB(1—>4) GleAB(1—) A1 1%,
1) GAG, 58 A L a3 L (B 7E GleA
[ C3 L T bl S . SR AR L R 1
WAEY) e 7 CS £ 4t T —Fh AT BB 12, A
WAL TR LA E. coli K4 il £ 55 R,
KIGFFE B EA ik 80 ZFh M Mk sk K HT i i)
REJT ARG ALAR NG 4 4. E. coli K4
EcN () CPS )& F 11 41 K )58, 58 11 4l 5
%% 1 Regionl. Region2 il Region3 41 " .
Regionl Fl Region3 ZEA [R5 1T 4105 2 A
FE—50, 715 2552 AE 27 17 Region?
FUA I35 R S G B R E T 2 i
MEAESY . &% E. coli K4 [#) Region2 W57 3
B, AR 7 NS (R oA kfoB.kfoC.kfoD,
kfoE. kfoF kfoG) LA KALT kfoC 5 kfoD ZJa]
FA % PR PR 1 1S2, K B2y 14 kbp, 3 S R AT 2 fith
B RFEZ R R . H .k foA FEH 4
5 UDP-GlcNAc 2 [a] 57 44 ity , % UDP-GlcNAc
Ze ) 54446 4 UDP-GalNAc; & foB JEH it 5
W SLT RS B AE BLAE FH B9 B 1Y 5 R foC B X 4
HHRE R A K GleA il GalNAc 5R 3L R
)5 1 AE 8 R DA A B R R 4
kfoE FE R 4 tth F M B 5 R il » 7 GleA 5R 51
C3 ML INRBE s k foF JE H 4 ity UDP-4 %5 b
JiE S, 5k fiD B AR

JUE E. coli K4 CPS Hyr= A 24 5 H LA BUR
W K4 CPS 3B R ki B 22 6 CS i 75 K BR
TWES 3 3K S 44548 . AT CS (1)
THRENY . DRk A P 3 R TR vk o Al S 1 2%
A EcN HETB0E DAG CE R AR 6 B
B R T —F A I %, EcN X ZHp
1V 1B B BB PR FEIRY T B s Uy T
A B ) g5 AR B R A L coli KA HAT 3R
241 X EeN [ Region2 5% & 3K, Ho
B hfIARfiBkfiCF kfiD 2 4 ANFER , RfIA i
ke f1C SRt EL A B 5 2 B T 0 M 1 B 1 T R B

1k GleA F1 GleNAc %8 N2 22865 19 = 148 )5 i A
TAE K 5% B BT Z AR 20 5 1 & fiD N
ikt UDP-7j % ¥ i 20 o AE 2 4k UDP-Gle
Ak UDP-GlcAM®

AWFFELL EcN Ay H A bk » 3 3ot ) 5 E 4
FIH E. coli K4 [ kfoA. kfoC 3R 43 B ¥ fhe
EcN [ kfiA| kfoC FE P, AT T8 A8 45 2B 1§
EcN-k foAC. ZEE B T W R R i 2
BERRE . BN A U 28 iR 2 0528 il & s &
ZWE . FIRIRIRAE R 2U# I (AsChnAC) . & —
iK% GalNAc 5 GleA Z A B-1,4 Wi, 5~
AU RZERE - 25 G R TR X R P K
KB R 2R AT 8 & 0 A ARG IR AR =
('H nuclear magnetic resonance,' H NMR)Z3#f,

1 #MR57FE

1.1 SRIg##

RN E. coliB2155 1 A4 S50 A A
Rk, A B A OB pCVD442Gm X 52 {4 B Ak
EcN (1) & fiA Fl & fiC He R FEAT R o
.2 EHEEH

PARTE LB 853235 (0. 50 BEREH 1 %0 S Ak 4h
FYNEAMO S EA 1 5% BIEM LB B4Rt
FAK. TERRES AR S L LR HEA
YA R ARD i T, KEEEEFRE MIC
FEHEL, WA~ 136 g/ Na, HPO,. 0. 6 g/L
KH, PO, ,0. 1 g/1. NaCl.0. 2 g/I. NH,Cl.2 mmol/L
MgS0;, 0. 1 mmol/L CaCl, 0. 4% #2585 F1 0. 4%
B AR .

1.3 XBEHE
1.3.1 THREHME

A B9 kfiA-SF. kfiA-5R Fl kfiA
3F. kfiA-3R M\ EcN JEF L EP 31 £ fiA SEH Y
VIR IR AR U R . S kfoA-F I
kfoA-R M E. coli K4 FEHH LY 3 kfoA, FIH
DNA 5 e [ i it 71 &0 o 5 A i =X Bz (poly-
merase chain reaction, PCR) 7= 4 #:47 [ i glifk .
a5 . 514 kfIA-SF F kfiA-3R X kfiA K&
PRI B 0 U [R5V 5 kfoA AT REG PCR
B TR BT R B Ak fiA: R foA L
RS & foA-FUE[RIRRE ) o 3l ad T4 425 8
TR BE AkfiA::kfoA 5 Sma 1 BYIAL 2R
pCVD442Gm ¥+, 15 2| FTH# Bk pCVDA442Gm-
AkfiA:: kfoA, ¥ TR L 5 A E. coli
DH5aApir.37 CHEH 1 h 5,764 25 pg/mL JK
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KEFR(Gm) Y LB [E AR5 L7, R
FAAR [R) (%) 5 5 4 g 4T 88 BT R pCVDA42Gm-
AR fiCo 2k foC s FFXFAE 2 04 SR 8 4 730 75 LA 56 IE
Hoe Pk,
1.3.2 BARHEeHE

$ E. colif2155 3R 3] LB Br g3k, 37 °C,
220 r/minfE G SR Hil A FURSZ A AN KT HE
Foki pCVDA42Gm-Ak fiA:: k foA B § A E.
colif2155, Y& A 25 pg/ml Gm #1 0. 5 mmol/L
TSR (DAP) [ LB AR R R R E
B E I B B O F TP E2 A S 00 LR T R
1.3.3 B&%ER

pCVDA442Gm Bk #5417 1Y sacB % P GE Zi 5
FrTREWERE X P RE 08 15 R AE AR I R AL KER 4y
HL RO L R TE S R Y 8 R 3
[ HEATRESR R0 2B R ) AL R AR . A
B E. colif2155/pCVD442Gm-Ak fiA: : kfoA $
AE LB B3R 3 (% 25 pg/mL B9 Gm HI
0.5 mmol/L DAP) 1,37 °C.220 r/min 13 1% ¥
vk 3R, ZIRH EcN ## %] LB K 3% 3 o,
37 °C 220 r/min 3 R 1555 » AR TR AN 32 AR AT
DAL 1 MARRHRIR & . B BBORAG T LB R
BiFR%E(25 pg/mL Gm) |, 455 1 20 57 e B bk 4
PP LB Br e Jerp R A 4 & 1020 BEME Y LB
BARE 7R3 1,30 ‘CHR R EIE L v b, i
kfiA FER B NFEE1Y) & fiA-inF  k fiA-inR F14b
B b fiA-outF k fiA-outR #1715 & PCR, I
UE T2 B B bk EcN-kfoA, i FI A8 [F] J5 ik, H
kfoC JE PRI EcN-k foA Wi kfiC B, 1 2
TR IE EcN-£f0AC,
1.3.4 AsChnAC # &k 5 sk

WS SARTEW E. coliBL21/pET28a(+)-
AsChnAC B REFE. LA 1+ 100 AUIRFR b % 32 3]
1 000 mL LB }323m, 78 37 °C 220 r/min £
2% ODsoofHH 0. 5~0. 7;7F 22 °C 250 r/min
24 N H 0. 2 mmol/L 5N HE-B-D-Hf Gtk ipg 2 L
B (PTG #A TR 5 #35 . LA 6 000 r/min
P2 250 15 min, R R E T 30 mL 2%
W% (20 mmol/L Tris-HCl, pH {H K 7. 6,
200 mmol/L NaCDH, Ml A 100 pmol/L 7 H 3
fi it 50 (PMSF) J5, F 8 /5 ik 24 fif 4 fg, DA
12 000g )54 B 8505 20 min, it 45 S 08 W, AL
PR AAk
1.3.5 BREBESHBREIREGNT

1) TR -G R v 00 2 2 I et ke 3 AR 40 Sk

(22 9k47 . B2 0. 1% B A1 80% H.SO, )
B R S R DL 1 3 R ELIR
45100 ‘CIKIA 15 min, vK{% 15 min, 3L 620 nm
WA T WG .

2) NEUE TFEBIRE R EcN-£ foAC RET A X
UM R W AR AT TR 5 0.
A58 EcN-k foAC., EcNAE fiA: : Kan, E. coli
K4Ak foE TR PR 42 6 F 3 mL MIC 15 37 3 v,
37 CREEFE 12 h 5. A 1= 100 Ay Bb 1) 55 422 3]
50 mL MOC 85 F# e vp, 4k 22 4R & B5 9% 20 h, LU
12 000 r/ming5.0> 10 min Y8 FiEW . R
BRI 5 1 35 TP I i R 2 W R R
H CS br i i % i T MOC B F% 56 v, 50 7]
1 mg/mLI ¥ AE N IR 43 B HL 3 mL CS
Wi EcNAEfiA:: Kan, E. coli K4AkfoE 1 EcN-
kfoAC BEFRW E3g . in A 10 kDa [ Amicon Ul-
tra-0. 5 B YE 4, 14 000g B .L» 20 min; fff
400 L. Tris-HCl (pH {H 7. 0), 1 000g & L
10 minPE s 3 WK, WA E W, i TrissHClI(pH
7. 0) PR LARTHZ 300 pl W5 E A5G K B2
W5 300 pl. 2 mg/mL AsChnAC JB4, 37 “CHg
A 12 h,100 CEP 2 min, B.0YEE B3 s BIHHT
fA 10 kDa Amicon Ultra-0. 5 # €%, 14 000g
240 30 min, [ AsChnAC E ™9y H i 520 .
TRt R 12 DN R 1 R 2R T VR JE
1.3.6 EcN-£foAC 8 5-$eil & B

KA S LB A TR LI E A A RAFD
X LA B Bk EcN-kfoAC #1743 it b B} &
et AT KBRS 300 mL B IR L 4
FNEAH 2.2 LgreE MOC KRB 5 L R FEdE
HHAT 40 h 1Y K KRR 2 AR AP TE 37 °C L Fii b
HWETE N 700 r/min, i 1A 5 mol/L HCI
25 Y0 5K pH EARFFFE 7. 0 4. 24Kl
Tob R I -4 ) B S I [ B4 Tl A 158 7K P
B K T 70 750-204 /7K (PR FRA3 450 10 20) ¥ W (Sig-
ma-Aldrich) 78 I 2] & B 78 & B 2o 72 o LA
5 L/min iy 2 8 ] & e85 25 S MR AE 2
Jal TR s R ARMRM M A K BB, LA 7 L/min [
R[] & TR St 2 A0 IR T 4 6l FH R S b
AW 43 HE S I 2] & T G s R BESS RS . LA
6 000 r/m A B0 15 min WedE 3, I H
A2 Bl 1 D B R T R
1.3.7 %FESEHAEEET

L L B3SOz e 4E 2 100 mL, A Zeik
&4 0. 2 mol/L Y NaCl, 5 55 1A R i - & 45 75
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WIR GG - AT 2 A K BR A A . L2l 2 0
W5 3 AR IEK CBER A, —20 Cib &bl
. B UL ZBEDLIE, H 50 mL Buffer A
(50 mmol/L NaCl, 20 mmol/L EEERGD EE., &
0.45 pm Y& 85 . 78 AKTA pure glifbf¥ I
ffi /] DEAE-Sepharose FF JZ#rtt ik f74li4k. Hl
AR EAEFRE N 1 mL/min; A 5 CV Buffer A
Ve B, i N 2 mL/min; f§ 5 CV Buffer B
(1 mol/L NaCl, 20 mmol/L E&EREH) M 0~100%
PEATERNERR VR, Wl 2 mL/min, 4R 2
WERE i BT e 5 B /K- T B O R T
B2 mg KESOR VR TR G T 400 pL DO
oL 3T H NMR 2347

2 BER5SH

2.1 RAHHBEERSHT

VI kfiA W BT W R LA K & foA Ja s
TR PCRASEIFTHE 7 Bt Ak fiA::kfoA, FLH
VKGN 1a iz, MWKl 1a o] LLE L UkIE 1 78
2 000 bpkb it B 25717 . 5 WU K/ (2 420 bp)
AEFRF. glifk J5 A 3T 88 7 B o il V) g 4 3
pCVD442 |, B i T 47 #8 Br kL pCVD442Gm-
AR fiA: Rk foA,

[FIAEH, 373G & fiC Y i T Ui [R5 R DA S
kfoC J& 47l PCR 153 24T 7 Bt Ak fiC:
kfoC, AL JKE Gn &l 1b froR. ME 1b AT LLE
VKB 178 3 000 bp Ak 5 BB 45407 . 5 9
K/ 569 bp) FHAT . 4lifb )5 rATHE i Bo o i
VIWG % % 2] pCVDA42 I, JB B T F7 48 5t pr
pCVD442Gm-Ak fiC: : kfoC, ¢ )5, il 115 DNA
T 3 5 A SR 4 P T A 1

Marker 1

2000 bp—

(a) Akfid::kfod (b) AKfiC::kfoC
B 1 T8 5 B TR RS HE R AL F ik

2.2 TIEBVEMR EcN-k foAC IR E RSN
BOUARTH 5 Z RS a1 kfiA B
WESSI ) k fiA-inF I k fiA-inR X 550 B E 47

PCR BiiF 25 S & 2a Firx. 1 2a A 1, 3K
1T AR R SIA SEE BB .

il kfiA SE B AR 51 ) kfiA-outF Fl
k fiA-outR X [] — P 7 B B 95 21T Ik PCR 5%
UE BESS SR anE 2b frs, /T LUE L 40 RS
ISR /N (2 652 bp) #H4F. XF PCR $ 3477
Pyt AT IR B0 U 25 5 BN kfiA Tk foA JEIH
B ARIEN EcN-£ foA,

Marker 1 2

2500 bp

(a) (b)
2 kfiA EERRR TR A RS 1 R A R K

PL EcN-k foA Sy & TR Ak o A AR [R] ) 07 32
¥t b foC 3L EE A EcN-£ foA IR b fiC 3H
A TR E R, A5 10 A EcN-£foAC, ffi ]
EcN-k foAC B Y kfoA EFFTIH kfoA-
yanF F1 kfoA-yanR DA} kfoC I T iE 5149
k foC-yanF #ll k foC-yanR 17 F ¥% PCR 5 46
Ik, 25 5R 1A 3 PR
Marker 1 2

3 4

3000 bp

1 500 bp
1000 bp —

3 PCR B&E EcN-£ foAC BIBRRESE R B Fa vk B

M 3 AT LAE Uk IE 1 R & foA-yanF
Fl k foA-yanR B iiE EcN By A= R R £ fiA 1
SR AN KN (L 150 bp) HIAE s G
2 N kfoA-yanF F1 kfoA-yanR ;3 EcN-
kfoAC THER kfoA ISR, Z541 /N5 BB R
/NCL 453 bp) AAFF UL & fiA LR O 28
kfoA;YkiE 3 KM H] kfoC-yanF il & foC-yanR
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Bk EcN BFAE#RH £ fiC S5 R, /RN S5
WKR/N(2 765 bp) MFF; 1KIE 4 R & foC-yanF
F kfoC-yanR B ilF EcN-£2foAC B #EH kfoC B
ZER, R R/NGEIER/IN(S 263 bp) AHAF, BEHA
kfiC EEEH O AN kfoC, Xf b T F2 B Rk
BEETIN T , 45 5% 7 B 2 PR ARA 2 BT
2.3 HERSERERENES HNMR 547

HNTHERFRPREBRZENTERE,
Bk EcN-% foAC & Mi¥E 55 . R A 10 kDa 1)
Amicon Ultra-0. 5 BIEE ER/PMrF, ARE R
248 AsChnAC FATEGY], R FERE TR A
B PR T U BB B vk B S5 R K 4 B . H
B 4 A] 1. EcNAZfiA: : Kan [H & fiA FEH R T
Fork A W E. coli KAAR foE BRRTE kfoE 3
HEkR G e & AR E R 20, &R 30 mg/L;
EcN-% foAC W LB P B RS &N
21 mg/L, E. coli KAARfoE 5 EcN-%foAC W%
S TR B 2 W= B AL TER] T EcN-% foAC
RERE & BT B R SRR .

£ 5 L i R EEREP X EcN-k foAC #47 K B,
BLOD EBRE R, Wk B W A B G
ENkfoACKBEBR P WK ERZWTEN
650 mg/L, f& 5 fin.

10°F

W SE/(mg/L)

LY

Z k)

CS  EcNAkfid:Kan E.coli KAMfoE EcN-kfoAC
IR
B4 BREFRPRERSBENRERE

8001

B

6001

B
=y
=

B TR /(mg/L)

%
5
(=
(=4

(=]

CS EcN-kfoAC
FE
5 EcN-(foAC RER EEFRERSENRERE

KRB L EEN B 4i4L)5 B DEAE Sepha-

rose FF JZHT#£3% 1% 2] AkTA-prine 2 H 2E461Y
Eit—aife. @i EUEB L ME 6 B,

A DA, 208 U I 14 Xt B i) BufferB & F4r%k
1E 50 % ~75% ] .

120}
—4
100} ——¢(Buffer B) o=-=---{100
S
80t bs &
< 60 5
{50 E
40 5
12
20 5
oE-—-+ - - ) 10
0 20 40 60 80 100

V/mL
6 SELIRE R IR L B B AN B i b 2%

W SR VR IERE ity » EATERER 10 TR T, I 2t
TGRSR AT, SR AN A 7 PR .

%E

H

i

i

i

It

|

i EcN-kfoA

i
."'f;krwW~mMMN\.,,,Nwm*~mw~~ w«‘& ~~~~~~~~ e
I )

[ H2,GalNAc Ac,GalNAc

| H4,GalNAc | H3,GalNAc

tH1,GalNAc H3,GkA

| %. ] / ;—lZ.GkA /
J EcN- kfoAC
. \*w"LJ‘wJ."“ v v‘ﬂﬂmr\}\m u Y

38 44 40 36 32 28 24 20

5/107°
B 7 EcN-kfoA.EcN-%foAC SR H NMR i E

M 7 AI LA H » EcN-£ foA ToHERIA k foC
FER G RE R A, TR G KB R KA
I GleNAc WA B & H R F(6=1. 97X
LOT)HFAEME, B BR EcN-&foAC Z WERE & i 3L
T TF'H NMR $#1E s, B GleA # HIL J& ¥
(6=4.37X107%).GlcA ) H2 JEF (6=3. 38 X
107%) .GlcA ) H3 JEF(8=3. 56 X 107*), Gal-
NAc ) H1.H2 . H3 il H4 J& 7 (8 J}y 3. 78 X107¢
~4.15X107%) 1 GlcNAc WA ZE R & H JEF
(0=1.97X107%), XI55 EcN-£foAC
BHRE B THREREZH.

3 i iR

CS TEVR YT RIRIA B BT B AR AE 5% 45 48 S R
WA EEAEEERS . B, B WIME R
VR E R FERE T KB E Kb, Hix
AR EERREWE D T EH KB E Kb 2

BOWH 7T RE S BURS" . HELZ T, EcN 2 —
PN T A S (AT R 2R 4 2R T D A
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B R T —Fh e 2 ik,

AHFFE LA EcN bt & B #k 51 ABEHA R E.
coliB2155. 3 13 A A% i B pCVD442Gm ¥ K4
CPS AW & BRI 2 U3 koA FI
kfoC i A EcN LAY kfiA Rl kfiC JER F
Be [WINSEBL T kfoA T kfoC ()5 NLL K kfiA
Mk fiC 1 RE bR A 8 T T BBk EcN-
kfoAC, $EIMKE TR0 T AL 24 W 2 0 45 EcN-
kfoA EcN-k foAC I8 & Z =i k. of
G BCH B = ORISR B AR 8 v 400 i
R R R R B IA 32 ) AU L AR R D 45 1Y R
M=, SR ANBIFSR 5 L R BEREIEA TR RL
b2 T o 300 3o R 5 L A Tl TR A S R v 2
It A 2R 20 AR THZY 30 £,

YE R BAPERT B EcNAR fiA: : Kan T k.
bR T 2 O HESE A R fA TR A R
W TE A2 I 22 5 620 nm B4 AL A H B4
FEMEYER I . 22 DEAE B 782 Hraifb G . Xt
EcN-% foA . EcN-k foAC ¥4 M HCH % 20
HE47 H NMR 5347, SRR AE i — 25 IE 55 1%
HRG B T B R 2P, M2 T AU £ foA
MR kfoC 1) EcN-kfoA B R TC & MUK B
F,H'H NMR i ] A AR 21 A R RRAE 05

A X TR T A AR 2R R T AR R A A M, 1T
DAl B iR s 2. AT AR = T2,
DR MR NN A - A RE DA |
R FH RS, 5380, EcN B F 4555 1 1 fg
etk B, B k. fE R EeN A7 2 B Hk . EcN-
k foAC W] LIAVE R TEAE R B S IR BR T 45 732
T Z B A1 IR RERE A Z RN TR 2 L et
Z R T (B 1 B T R A IR

(& % X W]
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