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Targeted mutation of tomato WRKY3 gene based on CRISPR/Cas9 technology

SONG Qiangian, LIU Zhouyuan, TANG Xiaofeng
(School of Food and Biological Engineering, Hefei University of Technology, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: WRKY transcription factors play important roles in plant growth and development, secondary me-
tabolite synthesis, and response to biotic and abiotic stresses. In order to investigate the function and mecha-
nism of action of WRKY3 in plant adversity response, this study analyzed the structural domains and evolu-
tionary trees of WRKY3 in different species by bioinformatic method and found that WRKY3 was highly con-
served. TomExpress database was used to analyze WRKY3 expression level in different tissues of tomato.
The result showed that WRKY3 was expressed in various tissues, and the highest in the fruit at the red-fruit
stage. The CRISPR knockdown vector of WRKY3 gene was constructed. WRKY3 transgenic tomato plants
were obtained by using Agrobacterium-mediated transformation and identified by polymerase chain reaction
(PCR) and sequencing. In this study, the stable genetic knockout plants of tomato WRKY3 was obtained,
which lays the foundation for the investigation of the function of WRKY?3 in plant growth and development
and fruit ripening under adversity stress.
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T A5 T A SRR B B e R AR AR Y i aa
K", WRKY ZG & — MMEY R R ER
W, Hp R B HA 1 A2 60 LR 1Y AR T
DNA 254 X (WRKY 45 #4958 . B 5 B {£ 5F 1
WRKYGQK RkF51 fdrf5 3k 41 8. WRKY
A LI AR WRKY 45 ke i 50 Fnrds 3k 7
HZEA (C2H2 5 C2HO) 43k 3 KIE 5 1 2K
WGAT 24> WRKY Z5Fg35f1 1 > C2H2 BUEEE
FEF 5 TR R 14 WRKY 254338 il
1 A~C2H2 BUBHHE BT 56 [ M sl it HoA7 1 A4
WRKY #5638, Ho e dg 3L 57 o C2HC 5, £ %%
WRKY ¢ % % 5t & 55 11 28 WRKY & H.
WRKY %5 0] LURE R ESS G 3 2 iy W-
box =T ((TY TGAC(C/T)) , TP )3 2h
T EA W-box JLiFMYIE ik, = HIHE Y 1Y
E2 o R 1 d [TARN

C A58 R WRKY J K 52 16 10 F 40 30 455
Joip 3 e 1 A 2B OC B . U WRK Y27 Fifi
HikifE WRKY39 Hl WRKY40 £ 5 k9% 5
TR R BLESS s IR S WRKY 25, WRKY33
1 WRKY34 43 5 Wi i 7 AR 36 . Hod ek i
LR R A it 5z PR o, R EAT1S 5964
PIiaE e o BRI s A 3 R 40 T AN 2 R
O BTEERCARfRAT WRKY's FEEA 9 f A= ) 138
R PR T4 = A A T AR 0 7 o DA A
WS Ak (R A B G 2

Faif 83 A~ WRKYs FEH, Hiij X F & i
WRKY [ BFGEAR D AP P FnEE A 9 0
36 I N A B e B AT AL R AN . © A SR
FW], F Al h SIWRKY39 7632 31| T 4 I 5 14
P I B EIE . Bl SIWRK Y39 1yt ik 6E
5 Al X I SRR A BUPE s ZE TR B e R
70 AT WRKYs 3R AN R 9 e e =F B
FW] WRKY [R5 7 A L Ly o A e & 4 5
PR, EAREMNE 48 h )5 10 ATl WRKYs
RS 2 5L 1, SIWRKY45, SI-
WRKY62 fHX}#ik it i35 b, o] GE7E R 58 25 i
Tirf ¥4 P o R G B VR MY 5 7E 7 i R AR 4 4R R
(RKN) #8& % of 5% i 78 1 & Bl, WRKY3,
WRKY?23 #l WRK Y33 3 [H 75 B UL AR 45 28 U5 22
SRR BT REAEN N RKN e e
FEMEHN . FICARSL R v £ WRKY3 3 E
Sy bR 3 PR B A 0 2 i A 7 5 PR o DA —
HRFHIRE

CRISPR/Cas9 $5¢ A J2& — Bl 37 24 i 5 5 4 48

TFB. ARG AT T bR a0 T B iy Rk, DA
TR R ThRe R AR LR, DL A B TR
T T SRR L 1 o 38 hm BN AR A ) 38 Y
it 32 Pk R . CRISPR/Cas9 &%t Cas9 &
FI Al sgRNA (small guided RNA) 41 Ji%;, sgRNA
i CRISPR RNA (crRNA) F1 /2 3 7% CRISPR
RNA (tracrRNA) 2 f45 RNA 415, crRNA 5
Hir DNA X E A7 B A, H 2 E R T
HARH5; tractRNA 25 Cas 55, [FIHE N
crRNA 5 ¥ 1R [ Z 18] () 7% # fi. oRNA 5
tracrRNA 25512 B sgRNA, 15145 R N )
fifp Cas9 & 52 AUEWT 2L (DSBs) BY#EA7 5. 24
DSBs 4= i i il DNA 85 i 12 J0 52 h s 4
AR 28 A8 M T S B0 iy 28 AR AR S AR
A A N L5 K}, BT CRISPR/Cas9 1Y
LR 4+ AR A dE WRKYS3 () CRISPR/Cas9
TSR S I TR T B8 AT 8 42 e 12 2 A0 B A Y
T A5 5 T Hli % FL ] CRISPR FH 48 Bk . M T
e — 29 WRKY3 TEAE ) Hhoxt £ ) FE A
Wy el 36 e 1 A D) B B 3B 25 SR

1 MRS

1.1 SEEe##
L1.1 it

Iy A= B 2% 950 (Solanum Lycopersicummiu L.
Mill. cv. Ailsa Craig, AC) f1 A IE Tl K24 A T
BB TR = EHIRAT
L1.2 &HALEK

CRISPR/ Cas9 18 ¥y Ht IR ik 3 2 44 pKSEA0]1 .
pCBC-DT1T2 AE ) K [ 4t 4 S5 s 48 14 247 ey 75 R
KB GHIZE T s KIGFFH DHSa(Escherichia
coli DH5q)  HR 98 & #F 7 EHAILOS (Agrobacteri-
um tume faciens EHAIOS) YR 1E T 4R 5L 6 =
—80 Cuk4H.
.13 oF A5 RA

Taq DNA 55 Bl FR 1 4 U6 & O
DNA Z4 B PrimerStar Mix, T4 % £ . DL500
DNA Marker ¥+ TaKaRa 2y 7] s RNA $#2HR
) Trizol W T MEE Lk W BHECA BR S W) 5 R e sg
iR 7 & 5X All-In-One RT Master Mix I F 4t 50
LAE W R B R 2 \) s iR £ B0 ) &
DNA izt & SR DR & s W 7 4F
LAY TR CEED By A BR A R 519 i Premi-
er 5. 0 BAFBETE A TAY) TR C ) e fin A R
TG s Harian 2 S o fr
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1.2 EWHE
L2.1 AHfz&F0H

TER BRI 4H M 4% Sol Genomics Network
( https://solgenomics. net/) & & WRKY3
(Solyc02g088340. 2) FR UKL A )3 51] , M il 5% [ [+
LAY B AR AF B sl (National Center for Bio-
technology Information, NCBD {4 /% 7 Blast 3k
75 oAy Aol r 2 5 DR Gt B 1) 2 11 57 47 O R
SR D RELE RN A O R AT AT

BRI At B Fh 1) W] U5 7 A1) A4S SR
StWRKY3(Solanum tuberosum , NP— 001305593, 1),
BR H 9&¢ SAWRKY3 ( Solanum dulcamara, XP-
055803732. 1) . B Ml CaWRKY3 (Capsicum annuum
XP_ 016561364, 1).Z ik SiWRKY?3 (Sesamum indi-
cum , XP- 020551498, 1) . JH 5. NeWRKY3 ( Nicotiana
tabacum , XP- 016461958, 1) I H#k Q-WRK Y3(Quer-
cus robur, XP— 050271687. 1). B} K & GsWRKY3
(Glycine soja » XP— 028214098, 1), B AERRMERE Ae-
WRKY3(Actinidia eriantha , XP— 05748 8370. 1) Sz Ul
M IF AtWRKY3 ( Arabidopsis thaliana, NP—
178433. 1), M| ClusterX 2. 1 il ESPript 3. 0 #E47
Z P LS 0HT . FEH MEGAT. 0 8R4 FglHeik:

(neighbor-joining , NJ) #21l| R FE B
1.2.2 WRKY3 AR # &k

FIA TomExpress X4 72 (https: // tomexpress.
toulouse. inra. fr) 435I 3R B A= B %00 MT A8tk
ISR ZL, R AR L RIS [R] B 1 SR 5 rp
WRKY?3 A ) RNA-Seq 544 .
1.2.3 WRKY3 A B CRISPR 4k ik £ 4k 64 #y 1

#) i Benchling B 4 Chttps://www. bench-
ling, com/) 531 sgRNA., 5 H ¥ 15 f5 HR 5 4 72
RS e 5 it 5 1, BRI P 9 3R 1 s,
IR 100 £5 19 pCBC-DT1T2 44 Iy Mk i# 47
PO 5 | 4 58 4 Wi % =X ) W (polymerase chain reac-
tion, PCR)Y" 14, PCR J W2 F M : 94 °C 5 min;
94 °C 30 5,53 C 3 s5.72 °C 3 s,3L 29 M FF;
72 °C 7 min, PCR F=#4lifb)5 5 pKSE401 K
—&HM Bsa 1 WYIBGEGEDIIF A T4 & 8 i &
B,T37 °C 5h.50 C 5 min.80 C 10 min 4b¥H
Ja 4 CRAE.  BRESR YA R IHATH DHSo
R SRR R PRI TR VR 1T PCR %€
VRS E YT 9 WA 1 s, 4 B vE R i i 4
RIEEFERRE Jo % A TAE ) TR R IRy A R A
A AT I EHALOS 5 H.

%1 FT CRISPR RIEHEBWEREEHSIY

G/ FIF3 (53" i
WRKY3-S1-F ATATATGGTCTCGATTGAAGCAATTTGAACAGCCGGGTT B B A
WRKY3-S2-F TGAAGCAATTTGAACAGCCGGGTTTTAGAGCTAGAAATAGC R LN e
WRKY3-S1-R ATTATTGGTCTCGAAACCTGGTGCTCTCGATAAGCCCAA TR AR
WRKY3-S2-R AACCTGGTGCTCTCGATAAGCCCAATCTCTTAGTCGACTCTAC PR R A
U626-F CCTGGGAATCTGAAAGAAGAGAA FHP: P 7 2
U629-R AGCCCTCTTCTTTCGATCCATCAAC FHPE P 7 25

1.2.4  FHrbribked 4L R 8055

RIS AAT A ST BB L R A
W bR i i R P ) CRISPR 3% K 20 I 5% AL R AT
W EHAL05 Jf 384547 A H B9 BUOR AR FF . K
BHAE AT PR s PR TR 28 Asoo (2920 0. 7 JE LI A
1Y X BT PN S TR IR 2 d A EF A B AR i (AC)
SMERHATIR Y TR R Y IS 10 S 1A R A S 85
FREE IR 2 d E B ES A RIRER
(Kanamyecin Sulfate) (e 5535 35 K5, & 25 d
e — YR 0 1 1 S ELZ TR 2 R IR R 28 T vk
JE s PR 4 3 YR I 5 1 7 S R B A A4
B 2 AR IR I T A AR S S R AR AR S B
BEER LR,
1.2.5 mMlkH%iz

IR A5 1 e 35 IR 6 onfi A Ak R BT A T8 2 i

(AO) FEARZN I o SDS ¥ 32 % i 5 DNA
VE st » LU A= 4 Sy [P 6 R 2R 4T DNA K-
Cas9 PCR % F. Cas9-F, Cas9-R 7| ¥ /¢ 51 W,
7 2 fiA,

x2 RATHREEBHKRRLEENY

EikZ B FIHFHI G —>3") i
Cas9-F GAGCAGGAAATAGGCAAGG — DNA %3¢
Cas9-R CACTGTAAGCTGTAGGAG DNA %5
WRKY3-S3-F  TCTTATCTCCATTCACAACACG ¥ %5
WRKY3-S3-R  TCTAACCTCGCTTACGCTCA  JUF%

PCR WA T : 94 °C 5 min; 94 °C 30 s.
57 °C 30 .72 °C 30 s,3£ 30 AMEFF;72 °C 7 min,
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XF DNA FHPEAR R AT AL 807 S 0k, AR
BT AR AT B 7R E R 200 bp A£G
XA H] Premier 5. 0 #AFFEATINF , %€ 514
FEHI W2 2 T3, DL FH A #k DNA b A5 4,
PCR WP H:94 C 5 min; 94 'C 30 s.54 C
30 s.72 °C 30 s, 30 MEFF;72 °C 7 min,

PCR P ¥pik A= TA W) T C i) Befn A R
o El AT

EERNEEEETS
LR

2 BERE5SH

2.1 WRKY3 EEMEWEEREZNTER

FIF MEGAT7. 0 F1 ESPript 3. 0 54007 &
il S AR P A WRKY 3 8 AR SF50 J23 i1
AR WRKY3 RGEHALR A 1,18 2 B
we BT oA, o« fLFR WRKYGQK | JF 41 &
C2H2 BUBHEHLT

WRK Y £ 41

E1 FEH WRKY3 B EESE

100

100 WRKY3
88 StWRKY3

SdWRKY3

99

CaWRKY3
NtWRKY3

68

SiWRKY3
AeWRKY3

AtWRKY3

0.050

2 #Fh WRKY3 g

AP 1 i, WRKYS J& T4 1 2619 WRKY
HHBE 24 WRKYGQK JikFF#1#1 2 4~ C2H2
TIPERG LY . & 2 aAL ol WRKYS 5 5
PR SIWRKY3 SR 0% A it » -5 P 77 2 2

2.2 WRKY3 BEEREEX S
j# i3 TomExpress 34 FE3R1S WRKY3 3 [H
FEMF A B ZE A AR A AR TR R B B B (gt
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SR (0 2T B SRS S AR sl 3
FiR.
AR 3 B %0, WRKY3 3R 7E & i 4 41 4

B 2235, AR 40 R R 0 v e o e, LR AE
MR B MR TR 2 1 B B v SR 5 g A [) R
(223K, FLINEA 55 3 1 in v WRKY'3 gk
PR S AK PR [R) 25 T o AR AE D FAE v 22 35 o
FAXH D, Hy I WRK Y3 JH 7] 68 2 5 i
FERAR I AR BRI S I

0.4r

WRKY3 357K
o =
3] (98]

e

0
ey W e fE SR mER aR

4120

B3 WRKY3 EFEARFRERIE

2.3 CRISPR RIEHMEMHESEE

ARCHIFH Benchling Wy 7E 75 i WRKY3 [
gt ¥ 71 (coding sequence, CDS) [X ¥ £ 15 15 1)
B SR TP BORE R T T 2 AR
BN 1 RIS 2 07T WRKY3 85 RT3 #E41
1 5510 5'-AAGCAATTTGAACAGCCG-3', #fL
2 31 5'-CTGGTGCTCTCGATA AGCC-3',

i BRIy kA CRISPR #dA 3155 A KB FF
PRS2 S A DHS o, JRER B P17 7% PCR 4125
R, 25 S an & 4a BroR. B 4a 1. M R DNA
Marker; + /R4t 4L kT 1~PkiHE 6 Fm K
W%, & 4a 7)1, PCR P21y F BOK 2l 600 ~
700 bp, % W1 55 T KD A A B, R
CRISPR Kk A B e b 2= KBTI .

it — AR AR A R R R
P TR T B ERUBORLIN 7 S, S B 5 I 1Y
KIGHT B BRI ALK B EHALOS , ARAT TR T v 48
FE R BATE G AE I R A . ARAT T A A 4 e 45
JNE 4b B, K 4b H .M 5% DNA Marker;
+FRIRX IR VKB 1~TKIE 6 FoRAHF IR IRTE
H1 & 4b 7%, PCR 7= | Bk B 5 KM AT B AHTR]
R PR B P — A B BB IRAF

M+ | 2 3 -4 S5 6

1 000 bp
500 bp

() Il hF i %

M+ 1 2 3 4 5

6

1 000 bp
500 bp

(b) KT B BRI 7%
1 CRISPR £:#EMEE PCR £

2.4 BMBGARKBFSEHRNL

W bR AR AR A T A
WRKY3 FE[N CRISPR 2 ik #4715 2 5 1k
Fed R R B 5 i

(d) (e) () (®

B S5 REHEBEEHRURAETRE

M 5 ATLAF t : 2833 T0 TR Ak R A B A 7
FAiFhF (B Sa)s 7 7 0F JBIF J5 4 nh 7 85 &
2 e’ URE SR 2 dJE s AR B PR R A EHATOS
HeHEFE 2 d(El 5b) s #1348 K60 e 15 7% CRAP
2R TR 60 mg/L) (K65 i k1% 5 CRIP
FREFURWE 65 mg/L) (K70 i gk 55 5% (RIS 5
RKIFEWE N 70 mg/L) 4% 25 d(E 5c~E 5e);
AEMERESRE 25 d 2R SD s Ba AR
BAEFR LIt RS LR 2 2 R G T4
Y (F 59) .

2.5 #FE#n CRISPR PHMEEMKEELE R AT

PEHC T JF 48 1Y % 55 DRRE Ak 5 B9 A 8 3 i
DNA, Dl pKSE401 &3k £ AK BT 4% 47 i 1% b1 il
Cas9-F/R J514, MR EE N 4] DNA 17 PCR
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YE AR 6a s, & 6a H1 .M F/R DNA
Marker; + 277 XF B2 ; Ykl 1 ~JKGH 13 R fF
YRR . R 6a AT, 13 MR AR E AR A
3 ¥k DNA ZKF FH AR AR .

Xt PCR 473 93X 3 #& DNA 7K F-FH
PRI WREKY'3 5 PR 4 5 48 o DX Sl A 73000 e o 3
JPEE RN 6b iR, G5 A 2 MRAE AR T
S5 A A DL 5 A BT 9 R A T G oy B 44
K erl-WRKY3 fl cr2-WRKY3S,

M+ 1 2345 678 910111213

1 000 bp =8
500 bp suw

e
ST Il

(a) FEARKENZ4IDNA K T-PCR% 5E

. AGGTTT
AGGTTT
AGGTTTI

WT-WRKY3 CATCC GTG{oS{eBICGATA AGCTTIGT
crl - WRKY3ICATCC GTGo{eICGATA AGCTTIGT
cr2- WRKY3CATCC ... (SReGTGAT ATCTIGG

. . GTGep{egICGATA

(b) BHER AR > 56 5 45
B 6 PR DNAKTERMEFLEE

crl- WRKY3ICAGGGTERIH Ty g uicE ok cle
cr2- WRKY3ICAGGGTERIH Vs uuicE v ok cle

WT - WRKY3 CAGGGTEEIH RS S ulcE o s
B AAGCAATTTGAACAGC

it DNAMAN #4477 51 b % AT i, erl-
WRKY3 BRRAEME R 1R T — L B
A FEORIER A F H TE LS 5 cr2-WRKY3
RIEH A 2 KA T 0T 1 e e T A%, DL SRR
MG ST YIRS A AT RS . T Lk
PRI 9 A48 S B2 11 3 - P i, DT il B B i ¢
1k PRV S B IIRER) WRKYS 1.

ZERF W] AR BT 2 A8 SR 8
sgRNA 1] 5|55 Cas9 #HH X WRKY3 J[H CDS
AT IR 7= A IR 2k 1) WRKY3 25, A
MRS T WRKY3 3 [F 4 514 g B 19 7 il 98 42
IRAERE

3 it i

H ATHE R g 48 B R B e P B DA K i
RAC AR T T HUAS T AR K1) Bl » A0 28 ) 28 A8
IRRENS AR E B AL, DT S8 v i L AFF 5% ) b 5 IR A
TIRE - PRIE T BHIF Y 7™ M . JE PR 4 i A i ek
TAAED I 94k, $2 = T 3 0t i ok A B BB b
CRISPR/Cas9 F [F 41 4 48 o A K 76 7 55 22
VEY EARAR) Iz

125 R 1k B R B WRKY s 56 5 B 1 5 45
P PRI R G R A K R AR K E
B & kA =& Mk . WRKY3 Hl
WRKY 4 H K & 4 Uk W] E A X 4 e Fn R A4
I S U A A v e =P 1P - A R €
NaWRKY3 25 X 1753% 1 Bl 8 = s MuWRK Y3
A 2o v 7 DR 198 2 5 R e A B 1Y)
T Mk B 9 AR AR W B B T WRKY3
WRKY4 J R 3 5 5 4 % 38 B8 M 96 J5 14 1 Bt
PEUT, AR, S R SR AR R R IE X 2 Fp
WRKY # 55 PR 78 7 i e oz 38 AR K& B
IV FAIL (R AR S 58 i R T e

ARG X 2 B ) WRKYS (8] 5 51 2
TG B 22 i L B, WRKY 3 S BEARSF - AL
2~ WRKYGQK k¥4 .2 4~ C2H2 B EEg 5t
J¥o ST RGER B W AR, T WRKY3 5 8
BXRRANEY), SEFE I R& K RRIT,
13 WRKY3 J PR A B A 70 2 0 45 AL 8L i
F2RKE HEN WRK Y3 3 1 AT BE 2 5 8 75 b
AR EE MBS, BF5EFE M, 7E DNA K-
[ WRKY #5 HFnl i ad 3 9815 8058 SO 1 i
TG B U ek R s R N . TEER K
b, WRKY #5701 LS 2 80 & A B AR
FH AL 35 22 24 5 05 AL 2R 1 VORG  4H 8E  2s S kb
fitf Btk R 81 2 R0 S R -5 R AR 1 A
K& H B Rl B B . R WRKY3
AT RETE TR AR R #5 b B8 0280 L A K R B R 9 A
RELKEHREELEEN.,

Abt5Ei ik CRISPR/Cas9 %t K4 4 5 R 50
BT g B . B D) A i WRKY3 JEH
CRISPR/Cas9 mifr#k k. M8 KA E A S
()3 s AL AL R G N2l 485 3% RS 2 Rkl
S WRKY3 R f Bk 28 AR (R T ifi 4 1 s AR
TEMAFRES N WRKYS3 XA 4 K & B A 4%
(I ] Bt — 20 iR 3 AL R B 28 1
it [l s 0 A AR A A A U0 B S AP it 1 st kL

(& % x W]
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