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Abstract; Based on the mineral resources exploitation data from 2011 to 2017, this paper analyzes the
spatial and temporal evolution characteristics of mineral resources exploitation in the Yangtze River E-
conomic Belt, and uses geographically weighted regression(GWR) model to explore the factors influ-
encing mineral resources exploitation and the extent of their effects. The main conclusions are as fol-
lows: the number of mineral resources exploitation in the Yangtze River Economic Belt has shown an
increasing trend since 2011, and the mining is dominated by non-metallic minerals. The spatial differ-
ences of mineral resources exploitation in the Yangtze River Economic Belt are gradually increasing,
and the main concentrated areas are distributed in the upstream and midstream areas, forming a con-
tiguous spatial distribution with Guizhou and Jiangxi as the main density cores. During the study peri-
od, the mineral resources exploitation activities were mainly carried out in the upstream and mid-
stream areas, and the mining center was located in Guizhou. Mineral resources exploitation is signifi-
cantly affected by factors such as altitude, road network density and regional GDP, and the effects
have obvious spatial heterogeneity. The results of the study can provide reference for mineral re-
sources management and utilization.
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